GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION

The American Art Therapy Association requires authors to send submissions electronically via its new online submission and review system. Step by step instructions can be found on the author link of the journal website at www.arttherapyjournal.org Submissions will be acknowledged by email from the Editorial Office of Art Therapy: Journal of the American Art Therapy Association. This journal uses a blind review procedure for most submissions. Final decisions regarding publication are made by the Editor in conjunction with the Associate Editor, Editorial Board reviewers, and special section editors. 

Submission Categories

1. Articles: Full-length articles on original research or theory and practice in art therapy or related areas. Articles must include key words and an abstract (maximum 120 words) in APA style. Submission may not exceed 5,500 words including references. 

2. Brief Reports: Short articles that focus on art therapy practice or the results of research are considered for this section. Research reports require a short introduction, methodology ,results, and conclusions, and must include an abstract (maximum 120 words). Submission may not exceed 3,500 words including references.

3. Viewpoints: Short articles that present professional experiences, reflections, opinions, artworks or informed responses to issues having implications for the field. Brief abstract is required.  Submission may not exceed 2,500 words including references. 

4. Cover Art: Artwork by AATA members in vertical format. High resolution copy on CD plus one glossy print, one photocopy, and a brief description of the artwork are required for consideration; send by post to the Editorial Office.

5. Book or Video Reviews: Reviews of books or videos of interest to art therapists; may not exceed 1,500 words including references. Books and media which authors wish to have considered for review may be sent directly to the Editorial Office.  

6. Commentaries: Brief comments on submissions published in Art Therapy, issues critical to the profession and practice of art therapy, or Letters to the Editor may be submitted. Submission must conform to APA style and may not exceed 500 words including references. 

Note: Submissions that do not conform to guidelines will not proceed in the review process. Common deficiencies are: failure to comply with APA style, missing abstract, author’s name or affiliation name appears in body of the text, and/or length or number of figures exceed requirements. 

Other Requirements

1. Only original submissions that are not under consideration by another periodical or publisher can be accepted.

2. Submissions must be prepared in APA style; refer to the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association (5th Edition) for information on how to format and prepare a manuscript for publication.

3. Required author information includes full names and degrees of all authors; professional affiliations; email and return mailing addresses for the corresponding author; additional information to include in an Editor’s note (e.g. whether material was presented at a conference, acknowledgements, etc.).

4. Author’s name, position, and places of employment should not appear in the body of the text to facilitate the blind review.

5. Use tables and figures (graphs, charts, diagrams, and illustrations/artwork) sparingly. Submit them as electronic files with figure number/caption; refer to the APA publication manual for style of tabular presentations. The total number of figures and tables may not exceed 8.

6. Send illustrations/artwork with the submission as a JPEG, TIFF, GIF, or PICT graphic file scanned at high resolution 300 dpi (digital pixels per inch). 
7. Lengthy quotations (300 words or more from one source) or reproduction of works of art (except client art addressed below) require written permission from the copyright holder. Adaptation of tables or figures from copyrighted sources also requires approval.  It is the author’s responsibility to secure such permissions and to provide them to the Editor upon acceptance for publication.

8. Client/patient confidentiality must be protected in all components of the submission and accompanying material. Proper releases for client art expression and other client information must be obtained and kept on file by the author. 

9. The author bears full responsibility for the accuracy of all references, quotations, and materials accompanying their submission. 

To Send Submission
1. Send submission as an electronic document in either Microsoft Word or Rich Text Format (rtf) via the submission link at: www.arttherapyjournal.org Neither AATA nor the Editorial Office can be responsible for submissions sent to any other address, or addressed properly but undeliverable. 

2. Direct correspondence and questions to: Lynn Kapitan, Ph.D., ATR-BC, Editor, Art Therapy Editorial Office, Mount Mary College, 2900 N. Menomonee River Parkway, Milwaukee, WI 53222. Email: atj@mtmary.edu  Phone: 414-256-1215  FAX: 414-256-1205

